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52 VAYELECH

TORAK -— A SrICED DISH

HONORED RABBI, CANTOR, MY DFAR PARENTS, RELATIVES AND FRIENDS:

I STAND BEFORE YOU THIS MORNING ON THIS HOLY ALTAR IN THE PRESENCE OF
G-D READY TO BE INITIATED INTO THB CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL. MY HEA'T IS FILLED
WITH REVERENCE AND AND AS I ASSUME MY RIGHTFUL PLAC™ AMONG THE ADULT MEMBERS
OF MY COMMUNITY. THIS IS AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT MOMENT IN MY LIFE. I REALIZE
THAT HENCEFORTH I SHALL BE REGARDED BY MY ELDERS AS AN EQUAL IN THE CONGREGATION
OF THE LORD. I AM STILL YOUNG AND INEXPERIENCED. ALTHOUGH MY EDUCATION IN
MATTERS J WISH QUALIFIES ME FOR THIS INITIATION, IT WOULD RE PRESUMPTUQUS
FOR ME TO THINK THAT I HAVE MASTERED ALL THERE IS TO KNOW. I FFEL THAT THE DOORS
170 THE TREASURE OF JEWISH KNOWLEDGE HAVE BFEN OPENED FOR ME. IT IS NOW MY
OBLIGATION TO ENTER AND PARTAKE OF THE RICH AND ABUNDANT STOREHOUSE OF JEWISH
LEARNING IN ORDER TO EE A WORTHY AND USFFUL MEMBER OF MY PEOPLE. THIS I
PROMISE TO DO IN THE FUTURE. I SHALL LOOK UPON THIS BAR’ MITZVAH CEREMONY
AS A STARTING POINT WHICH WILL LFAD TO A GREATER AND MORE GLORIOUS SPIRITUAL
ADVENTURE.

IN OUR TORAH READING CYCLE OF THE YFAR WE ARE GRADUALLY REAC HING THE END OF
THE CARFER OF OUR GREAT LEADER MOSES. IN THE SECTION DESIGNATED FOR
NOAWNS MOSES AIDRESSES HIMSELF TO HIS PEOFPLE AS BEING OLD AND WEARY AND INFORMS
THEM THAT HIS SUCCE-SOR, JOSHUA WILL LEAD THEM TO THE PROMISED LAND. HE
CHARGES THEM TO BE LOYAL TO G-D'S COMMANDMENTS AND TO FOLLOW HIS TEACHINGS.
TO MAKE SURE THAT THE TORAH WILL NOT DEPART FROM THE CHILDREN OF ISRAFL HE
ENJOINS THEM WITH THE FOILOWING WORLCS: “NOW THEREFORE, WRITE W THIS SONG
FOR YOU, AND TEACH THOU IT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAFL; FUT IT IN THEIR MCUTHS,
THAT THIS SONG MAY BE A WITNFSS FOR ME AGAINST THE CHIIDREN OF ISRAEL."
THIS VERSE EMPHASIZES THE FACT THAT QUR TORAH MUST EE CONTINVALLY STUDIED AND
UNDERSTOCD. THE JEW DOES NOT READ TY£<ORAH, HE CONSTANTLY STUDIES IT. THE
MORE HE STUDIES THE MORE HE LOVES IT, WITH EVERY REPETITION OF THE READING




image2.png
52 VAYELECH — page 2

OF THE TORAH NEW MEANINGS AND NEW INSIGHTS ARE FOUND. PERHAPS THIS IS THE
MEANING OF THE WURDS "FUT IT IN THEIR MOUTHS", LIKE A WELL SEASONED FOOD PLACED
ON THE TONGUE WHICH IS APPETIZING TO OUR SENSE OF TASTE. NO OTHER PEOFLE HAS
DERIVED SO MICH PLEASURE FROM READING THE TORAH AS DID THE JEW. IT WAS A
SQURCE OF COMFORT TO HIM IN ALL HIS SAD EXPERIENCES OF THE PAST. IT HAS BEEN
A TOWER OF STRESGTH IN HIS STRUGGLES TO OVERCOME THE OBSTACLES THAT WERE PLACED
IN HIS ¥AY. IT IS MY AIM T00, TO STUDY THE TORAH TO FIND IN IT THOSE TR THS
WHICH LEAD TO NOBLF AND SA‘NCTIFIED LIVING. TO ME ALSO, IT WILL EE A FOUNTAIN
F LIFE-GIVING WATERS, REFRESHING AND STIMUIATING AT ALL TIMES.

VION THIS DAY OF MY BARG@IDS III'IZVAH‘I WANT TO TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO
EXPRESS SINCERE AND HEARTFELT THANKS TO MY DEAR AND BELOVED PARENTS WHO HAVE
REARED ME AND GUIDED ME T0 THIS SACRED AND SOLEMN EVENT, MY GRATITUDE TO THEM

CAN BEST BE EXPRESSED IN THE SINCERITY OF MY PROMISES 7O UPHOLD THE TRADITIONS
OF MY PEOPLE AND TO STRIVE 10 BE A WORTHY ADDITION T)CUR COMMINITY.

T ACKNOWLEDGE WITH APPRECIATION THE EFFORTS OF MY RABBI, CAMPOR AND
TEACHERS WHO CONSCIENTIOUSLY AND PATIENTLY INSTRUGTED ME IN THE WAY OF JEWISH
FRACTICE AND BELIEF. I TRUST THAT I WILL NOT FATL THEM AS I GROW INTO FULL
VATURITY. T PRAY T0 ALMIGHTY G~D 10 BLESS ME WITH COURAGE, MNMEGSE® AND

STRENGTH TO MEET THE CHALLENGES THAT FACE ME. ]




